INTRODUCTION
It is over ten years since the first centrally planned economy implemented a comprehensive programme of economic reforms designed to expedite transformation to a market-based economy.
The final decade of the twentieth century witnessed the largest economic experiment of recent times as other former communist countries embarked on similar endeavours to transform their economies. The transformation process influenced the direction of economic policies and shaped social policies, business practices and institutions. The collapse of the central planning system in Europe and the former Soviet Union also provided the erstwhile citizens of communist regimes with greater opportunities to migrate abroad.
The mass exodus anticipated in some of the early writings on the transition 1 did not materialize and over the decade migration flows from east to west were generally modest in comparison to original expectations. However, Albania proved something of an exception to this general rule and experienced a steady increase in migration over the early period of its transition. By the end of the decade over one-fifth of the Albanian population were estimated to be living abroad representing the largest outflow relative to population of any transitional economy. 2 In more recent years, however, there has been modest progress as the government of Albania, under the framework of the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS), embarked on reforms designed to stimulate economic growth and improve the living standards of the most vulnerable. In the early years of the current decade, Albania has registered a stronger economic performance with steady economic growth, reductions in the unemployment rate and more stable inflation (see Table 1 ). Structural programmes have been introduced to tackle financial regulation, land reform and privatization. In addition, there has been a strengthening of governance systems and an anticorruption plan is in the process of implementation. In spite of some positive economic developments, poverty remains high in Albania and per capita income is one of the lowest of all the transitional countries. The World Bank's recent poverty assessment of Albania estimated that over one-quarter of the population were below an absolute poverty line. 3 Migration, whether it is internal or external in character, provides an important strategy for coping with poverty in Albania. The scale of internal migration has induced a radical demographic transformation within the country with Tirana as the primary recipient of internal migratory movements. However, for a sizeable portion of internal migrants, the process represents nothing more than a prelude to an external move. The economic conditions, though improving, are unlikely to alter the external migration pattern that has marked Albania over the last fifteen years. In addition, migrant remittances represent an important source of foreign exchange for Albania and, as noted by Kule et al. (2002) , migrants are generally well positioned to find a job or establish a business on their return to Albania.
A number of studies have documented and profiled the nature of the Albanian migration experience over the last decade and even earlier. 4 For instance, the study by Kule et al. (2002) used data drawn from a specially commissioned survey conducted in 1998 to elicit responses from both individuals and enterprises. The study provides useful and informative insights into the profile of Albanian migrants. 5 They tend to be young, disproprtionately male, better educated, and they tend to migrate to either Greece or Italy.
The recent Albania Living Standards Measurement Survey (ALSMS) undertaken in 2002
represents an opportunity to complement our understanding of migration at a more recent point in Albania's transitional experience. The survey's primary objective is to delineate poverty profiles within Albania, but it also contains detailed information on migration and important labour market information at the individual level. In addition, this survey also contains a community questionnaire that informs on community level factors that potentially impact on migration behaviour.
The purpose of the current paper is to explore the factors that influence whether someone who has not migrated in the last five years is currently at risk of doing so. Our approach uses the 2002 ALSMS and exploits a combination of individual level, household level, district level and community level information. In particular, we are interested in exploring the key factors that determine whether an individual considered migrating abroad from Albania with a particular emphasis on the role of age, gender, education, and household welfare. In addition, we are also keen to examine the role of district level unemployment and wage rates and selected community level variables in determining whether the migration option was considered. 4 For example, see Mancellari, Papapanagos and Sanfey (1996) , Papapanagos and Sanfey (2002) , Kule et al. (2002) for a contemporary account of external migration. In addition, King and Vullnetari (2003) provide a detailed account of the more recent migration experience and earlier historical episodes. 5 Although the survey was conducted in a careful and systematic way, the authors acknowledge a number of limitations asscoiated with the survey work.
The structure of the paper is now briefly outlined. Section One discusses a number of conceptual issues that attach to employing the migration measure used in this study and is followed by a section describing the data. Section Three outlines the econometric methodology and Section Four details the empirical results. A final section offers a summary and some conclusions.
CONCEPTUAL ISSUES
A systematic analysis of migration behaviour is invariably constrained by the partial nature of information available to the investigator. Surveys of actual migrants in labour markets can be effective at profiling their demographic and labour force characteristics but are generally poorer at generating accurate information on the structure, welfare status and composition of the households from which they originated. The reverse is generally the case for household level surveys where limited information tends to be available on migrants living abroad. These data limitations have prompted economists to explore migrant behaviour more indirectly through the use of intentions data, and cast the empirical analysis in terms of migration willingness. 6 The use of such intentions data, though popular among social psychologists, is not without its critics within the economics profession (for example, see Manski 1990 ). The discipline emphasizes how behaviour can generally be inferred from actual revealed preference (and not intended) outcomes. Future behaviour is then predicted from past behaviour through judicious use of appropriate econometric models. Manski (1990) concludes that although there is some informational content in intentions-based survey questions, researchers should not expect too much from such data. In contrast, Louviere, Hensher and Swait (2000) take a different view and argue that stated (rather than revealed) preferences are capable of generating data consistent with economic theory and facilitate the estimation of econometric models that are almost indistinguishable from those using revealed preference data. In addition, they argue that the empirical track record of stated preference data models is as impressive as their revealed preference counterparts.
It is worth noting that in the context of migration where follow-up surveys were conducted, there is some evidence that intentions are strongly correlated with actual outcomes (see De Jong 2000) .
There are also many reasons why the migration intentions of individuals are not actually realised.
The deficit between intended and actual migration outcomes is likely to be larger in regard to external rather than internal migration (see Gardner, De Jong, Arnold and Carino 1986) . Intentions may also evolve over time if preferences or personal circumstances change. In addition, formulating expectations about the costs and benefits associated with migration is extremely difficult when information is unobservable on the destination country's labour market conditions and when individuals are asked to operate in an uncertain and unpredictable environment in the source country. 7 The theoretical work of O'Connell (1997) demonstrates why such uncertainties may induce a 'wait and see' approach to migration and thus partly explains the observed wedge between intentions and outcomes.
The current study does not use responses to a question on intentions per se to explore the propensity of individuals to re-locate abroad. The responses used are based on the question, 'Has individual X ever considered moving abroad, even temporarily?' The question is thus more retrospective and, arguably, may be more immune to criticism than a question based on intentions.
In our view it captures whether someone could be considered to be at risk of migrating abroad.
There are, however, a number of potential problems that attach to the use of responses based on this particular question and to whom the question was asked in the Albanian Living Standards sample that we use is conditioned on those that have not recently migrated abroad. This potentially poses a sample selection problem but one that is not tractable for us given the absence of information on those migrants who are currently based abroad. However, we may be in a position to offer some insights on whether selection bias poses a serious problem for our econometric estimates when we subject our estimated models to a battery of diagnostic tests. Finally, given the tendency of those in rural areas to engage in internal rather than external migration in the first instance, they may not have a tendency to offer a positive response to this question. We do not believe that this poses too much of a problem for us in this case as internal migration is likely to represent a stepping stone to an external move abroad.
It is acknowledged that there are legitimate concerns in making links between whether an individual considered or intended migrating at some point in time and actual migration behaviour. The general scepticism among economists about the reliability of subjective statements is warranted to some degree as, it is argued, respondents have little or no incentive to provide honest responses. 8 However, as noted by Manksi (1995: 151 fn 12), there is something of an asymmetry in the profession's concern on this matter given an almost unquestioning willingness to use, inter alia, respondents' self-reported data on earnings, socio-economic status and other demographic characteristics in micro-econometric empirical work. These concerns and limitations aside, given the absence of data reflecting actual outcomes, we believe an examination of whether an individual considered migrating is a useful exercise in its own right. In particular, the approach provides the basis for a systematic analysis of the profile of individuals considered most at risk of future migration from Albania. This type of analysis is clearly fruitful and potentially incorporates a strong policy content.
DATA
There is a dearth of household-level and/or individual-level data available on migrants for Albania and this clearly constrains understanding of the phenomenon. As noted earlier, Kule et al. (2002) conducted surveys in the late 1990s at both an individual and enterprise level to inform on both the profile of migrants and the role of migration in enterprise development in Albania. constructed from the data comprise the demographic structure and welfare status of the household (i.e., household size and age structure of dependent children within the household etc., and total household consumption expenditure 11 ). Measures relating to the quality of the dwelling in which the individuals reside (i.e., the dwelling size, the age of the dwelling and the presence of an internal water closet) are also available. A set of community level variables can be constructed from responses to the community questionnaire and these capture, inter alia, the quality of the community environment in regard to crime and physical conditions and whether land disputes are a characteristic feature of the community. Finally, in order to construct measures that capture the influence of local labour market conditions, an unemployment rate and an hourly wage rate measure is constructed using district level data from the LSMS. 12 Table A1 of the appendix provides a full description of the variables used in our analysis and Table   A2 provides summary statistics for the variables, which are also reported by gender. The summary statistics reveal that almost one-third of the sample considered migration abroad and that men are almost twice as likely as women to consider this option.
ECONOMETRIC METHODOLOGY
The dependent variable in this application assumes either a value of one or zero depending on whether an individual considered migrating abroad or not. A probit model is used in estimation given the limited binary nature of the dependent variable. 13 The binary probit is generally motivated by reference to a latent (or unobservable) dependent variable ( y * i ) and is usually expressed as a linear function of a set of explanatory variables as follows:
where u i ~ N(0,σ 2 ), i=1,………….n, x i is a column vector of realizations on k explanatory variables for individual i and γ is a column vector of k unknown parameters. The values of the latent variable are measured on the real line and in this case reflect the underlying propensity of an individual to consider migrating. The error term is assumed normally distributed with a mean of zero and a constant variance σ 2 . A threshold (assumed zero in this case) is used to delineate whether the individual considers migrating or not. The probability can be linked to the latent variable as follows:
where y i is the dichotomous realization of the latent dependent variable, Φ(·) denotes the cumulative distribution function for the standard normal, and z i = σ γ x ' i . For identification purposes it is conventional to normalize σ =1. Given this restriction, the estimated probit coefficients can be interpreted by reference to their effect on the standardized probit index.
The i th generalized residual for the probit model is computed as 14 :
where φ(·) denotes the probability distribution function (or density function) for the standard normal and the 'hat' denotes estimates based on the maximum likelihood technique. The set of generalized (or pseudo) residuals are important in evaluating the inherent assumptions of the probit model (e.g., normality and homoscedasticity) since they are used to compute the score contributions of the estimated parameters for the model's diagnostic tests. 15 14 The generalized residual is obtained as the first order derivative of the log-likelihood function with respect to the probit model's constant term. It is interpretable as the score contribution for the constant term. 15 They also can be used to construct a robust variance-covariance matrix for the probit model as per Huber (1967) .
The maximum likelihood estimation of probit-type models assumes an exact knowledge of the probability distribution function up to the set of unknown parameters that are the subject of the estimation procedure. The estimates are sensitive to departures from the specification of the likelihood function. Thus, the failure of the normality assumption may have implications for model specification. However, even if the maximum likelihood (ML) estimator is based on a mis-specified likelihood function, the estimates could be viewed as consistent through the interpretation of the estimator within the less stringent Generalized Methods of Moments (GMM) framework. In this case, consistency relies less restrictively on the validity of first order conditions relating to the maximum likelihood problem. 16 The presence of heteroscedasticity in the probit model, on the other hand, yields inconsistent parameter estimates since, as noted above, the assumption of a constant variance is a necessary though not sufficient condition to identify the parameters of the mean function. 17 However, if the primary concern of the investigator, as in our case, is an examination of the effect of a covariate on the probability of the event occurring, it matters little whether such an effect is mediated through the mean or the variance function. It is thus sometimes argued that in most cases the problem of heteroscedasticity in a probit model may be more '…apparent than real' (see Johnston and DiNardo 1999: 426-427) . Nevertheless, determining whether a regression model is characterized by heteroscedasticity is useful in its own right.
Given that the normality and/or the homoscedasticty assumption may be vitiated in many cases, the probit maximum likelihood estimator is now increasingly interpreted as a quasi-maximum or pseudo-maximum likelihood estimator (see Gouriéoux, Monfort and Trognon 1984) and requires computation and use of a robust variance-covariance matrix (see White 1980 or Huber 1967 . 18 16 It is for this reason that the ML estimator in the normal linear regression model retains the property of consistency even if the assumption of normality is actually violated. 17 This inconsistency reflects the fact that heteroscedasticity in the probit model is analogous to functional form misspecification in a linear regression model. 18 It is acknowledged, as noted by Greene (2000: 823-4) , that such a correction to the variance-covariance matrix for an otherwise inconsistent estimator may not be sufficient to redeem it.
It is thus of some importance to evaluate the estimated models in regard to their key econometric assumptions. The adequacy of the estimated models is assessed in this paper using efficient score tests of the type originally suggested in Chesher and Irish (1987) Orme (1990) has questioned the use of OPG-based tests and, using Monte Carlo simulations, demonstrated their poor finite sample properties. Orme's findings suggest that efficient score tests constructed using the OPG covariance matrix tend to reject the correct null hypothesis far too frequently. The poor performance of score tests in relatively small samples is acknowledged but our analysis is based on a reasonably large sample, thus allowing for some degree of confidence in the efficient score tests used in this application. 20 Table 2 reports the probit estimates for a number of different regression models. The marginal and impact effects are also reported in Table A3 of the appendix to this paper, and should be viewed in conjunction with the set of probit estimates. As outlined in Section 3, a number of diagnostic tests are also computed for each model to determine if the underlying econometric assumptions are satisfied.
EMPIRICAL RESULTS

The Pooled Model's Estimates for Considering Migration
Our emphasis in the first instance focuses on the estimates reported in the first column of Table 2 using a model that pools data points across gender. The RESET relating to potential omitted variables and functional form is passed at a respectable level of statistical confidence 21 , as is the normality assumption. However, the null hypothesis of homoscedasticity in the probit model is rejected prompting use of the robust variance-covariance matrix as per Huber (1967) . The
McFadden Pseudo-R 2 , the estimated squared correlation coefficient between the predicted probabilities and the actual outcomes (denoted r 2 ), and the Cramer (1999) measure (denoted λ)
are in concordance with each other and suggest satisfactory fits. 22 21 Peters (2000) provides Monte-Carlo simulation evidence on the power of the RESET in cross-sectional applications. 22 A desirable feature of the Cramer (1998) statistic is that it measures the predictive failure of the model and heavily penalizes incorrect predictions. Table 2 (a) ***, ** and * denote statistical significance at the 0.01, 0.05 and 0.10 level respectively using two-tailed tests. (b) The variance-covariance matrix for the estimated probit model is corrected for the presence of heteroscedasticity of unknown form (see Huber(1967) ). (c) The diagnostics are computed using the efficient score test approach outlined in Chesher and Irish (1987) (see text). The RESET uses the predicted standardized indices raised to the second, third and fourth powers. The normality diagnostic tests for departures from zero skewness and a kurtosis value of 3 in the generalized residuals. The homoscedasticity test uses the set of explanatory variables from the original model and is interpreted as a variant of the White test in a linear regression model. The degrees of freedom for the test are equal to the number of explanatory variables in the estimated model. The significance levels for all the tests are reported in parentheses. (d) The Pseudo-R 2 is defined as 1 -L restricted /L unrestricted where L denotes the maximised value of the log-likelihood function. This is more commonly known as the McFadden R 2 .
(e) The r 2 is the squared correlation coefficient between the predicted probabilities We now provide comment on the probit estimates themselves. In order to introduce piece-wise linear effects for an individual's age, the variable is splined using the nodes reported in Table 2 .
The splined age effects are well determined and signed as anticipated, with the youngest labour force members (those aged less than 25 years) more favourably disposed to migration, on average and ceteris paribus. This is consistent with estimates reported by Papapanagos and Sanfey (2002) who used Albanian data from 1992 drawn from the Central and Eastern Europe Eurobarometer. In addition, although the more educated considered migrating abroad, this is generally confined to those with secondary and vocational level rather than those with the highest university education.
In particular, an individual with a vocational qualification is, on average and ceteris paribus, over 13 percentage points more likely to consider migrating relative to individuals with a primary grade four education or less. Not surprisingly, the unemployed (the base group in this case) are more likely to consider migrating than individuals in any of the other employment status groups. It is also interesting to note that self-employed individuals, perhaps the least risk-averse and most entrepreneurial, are as reticent as most others in employment to consider migration abroad.
The strongest estimated effect is reserved for gender. The probit estimate suggests that men are more willing to consider migration than women. 23 The standardized probit index is 0.65 of a standard deviation higher for a male relative to a female. This suggests that men, on average and ceteris paribus, are over 22 percentage points more likely to consider migrating than women. The interesting issue of gender is revisited in more detail below.
In general, the household demographic variables perform less well in explaining the phenomenon of interest here than the individual level variables. The estimated coefficient for the head of household variable is poorly determined and although the corresponding coefficient for the household size variable is negatively signed it is imprecisely determined. None of the estimated effects for the age structure variables for the presence of dependent children in the household is statistically significant at a conventional level.
In order to explore the relationship between household welfare and migration risk, the log of total household expenditure is splined with the quintiles of log consumption determining the nodes. The probit estimates reveal that individuals in households situated within the bottom quintile of the consumption distribution are unlikely to consider migrating. It is worth noting that Papapanagos and Sanfey (2002) detected no independent effect for their income measure on Albanian migration intentions. However, the estimated effect for the second spline suggests that changes in consumption expenditure for individuals in households located within the second quintile of the consumption distribution induces an increased risk of migration. On the basis of the marginal effect reported in Table A3 , a 5 percent increase of household expenditure raises the probability of migration risk by 0.8 of a percentage point. Thus, the estimated effect is only significant at the 10 percent level, but the finding provides some tentative evidence on the relationship between household impoverishment and the propensity to migrate.
In contrast to the results obtained for the various household demographic variables, the measures for residence quality provide more precisely estimated coefficients. These measures may be viewed as proxying for household wealth, and the sign of the estimates are consistent with this notion. For instance, those in dwellings with a water closet located within the residence are, on average and ceteris paribus, over three percentage points less likely to consider migrating than those without such a facility. The size of the dwelling area also appears important, with those individuals living in the smallest sized dwelling areas more likely to consider migrating, on average and ceteris paribus. However, there is an inverse relationship between the inclination to migrate and the age of the property, with those residing in recently constructed dwellings more likely to have considered the possibility of migration than those in older dwellings. This may be attributable to the fact that more recently constructed dwellings could be inferior in quality to older ones and occupied by individuals with less deeper roots to the communities within which they reside.
There is limited variation in migration risk across settlement types and regions. Individuals residing in urban settlements are more inclined to express an interest in migrating abroad, though the estimated effect is on the borderline of statistical significance. Those residing in the central region are more disposed towards external migration than in any of the other broadly defined regions used here.
The estimated effects for the district-level labour market variables are consistent with our priors.
The estimated effect for the unemployment rate is positive, with a negative coefficient reported for the wage effect. The computed marginal effect for the unemployment rate suggests that a one percentage point rise in the district level unemployment rate increases the probability that the average individual considers migrating by 0.4 of a percentage point. The implied elasticity, computed at the means of the data, is 0.155. 24 The estimated marginal effect for the wage suggests that a 5 percent rise in the district level hourly wage reduces the probability that an average individual considers migrating by 0.55 of a percentage point. The implied elasticity, again computed at the means of the data for this measure, is -0.356. On balance, the inclination to migrate appears more sensitive to changes in the district-level wage than to changes in the districtlevel unemployment rate.
The inclusion of variables constructed from community level information in the regression model yielded estimated effects that are generally plausible. For instance, individuals in communities where acquisitive crime is considered a problem are more likely to consider migrating, as are those in communities where land disputes are prevalent. It is also revealing that communities with poor environmental quality, as measured by the presence of stagnant water sources, are also likely to induce individuals to consider migrating.
Gender Differentials in Considering Migration
The separation of the data by gender is an empirically testable proposition. Given the use of the robust variance-covariance matrix, the test for separation is conducted using a Wald on the set of 41 gender interaction terms in a pooled model. The resultant test statistic is computed as χ 2 41 = 182.2 and the null hypothesis of constant coefficients across gender is decisively rejected by the data. 25 Thus, the data are separable by gender status, and the second and third columns of Table   2 duly provide probit estimates for these separate gender models. The set of diagnostic tests again 24 A positive local unemployment rate effect was also detected by Drinkwater (2003a) using data for six Central and Eastern European countries and by Ahn, de la Rica and Ugidos (1999) for willingness to migrate within Spain. 25 The corresponding likelihood ratio test (LRT) yields a value of 175.6 and the 0.05 critical value with 41 degrees of freedom is 56.94. Given the presence of heteroscedasticity in the pooled probit models, however, the LRT is deemed inappropriate in this application (see text). reveal no problems with the reported specifications and the null hypothesis of homoscedasticity is actually upheld in the case of the female model.
One way we could examine the differential in outcomes between the male and female sub-samples is by decomposing the standardized probit index into two component parts -one attributable to differentials in endowments and the other to differentials in treatment effects between the two groups. The gender differential at the average could be expressed either as:
where This decomposition is based on the familiar index number approach as applied to a linear regression model (see Oaxaca 1973) . The sampling variances for the two component parts are easily computable within this linear framework. However, the approach does not provide an exact decomposition for the average differential in probabilities between the two sub-samples. 26 Using the coefficients from columns two and three of The average gender differential in the standardised probit index is 0.615, which is relatively close to the gender effect reported in column one of Table 1 for the pooled model. Regardless of which coefficient vector is used to weight the gender differences in average characteristics, the endowment effect is not found to be statistically significant at a conventional level in either case. In contrast, the treatment effects are well determined and suggest that the gender difference in outcomes is largely attributable to gender differences in coefficients and not to gender differences in characteristics.
In order to investigate the gender issue further we explore in more detail the statistically significant interaction terms in the pooled model. The significant result encountered in regard to separation by gender may be attributable to statistically significant differentials in a sub-set of coefficients rather than across the entire set. The model reported in the fourth column of Table 2 , containing a limited set of gender interactions, was found to best fit the data in our application. The diagnostic score tests again suggest an adequately specified model with a satisfactory performance recorded in terms of the goodness of fit measures.
The estimated coefficients for the seven additional interaction terms provide some useful insights into gender differences in the estimated effects for certain variables. The age interaction suggests that older men are much less inclined than older women to consider migration. The presence of dependent children within the household in the five to eight years age-category reduces a woman's migration risk by about two percentage points 27 but raises a man's by over three percentage points.
Married women are, on average and ceteris paribus, more disposed to consider migration relative to single women but the reverse is the case for married men. Women in households where consumption expenditure is situated within the bottom quintile of the consumption distribution are more inclined to consider migration but the reverse is again the case for men. Although the districtlevel unemployment rate retains a positive effect for both males and females, local labour market wages are found, on average and ceteris paribus, to exert no independent effect on a woman's disposition to migrate. In contrast, a 5 percent increase in the local wage reduces the migration risk of the average man by about 1.2 percentage points. 28 The implied elasticity in this case, again computed at the means of the data, is about -0.8 -more than twice that reported for the pooled sample in column one of Table 2 . There is also some degree of gender asymmetry in terms of the community level variables. For instance, whereas the presence of land disputes within a community exerts no independent effect on a woman's migration risk, it raises the probability that a man considers migrating by over six percentage points, on average and ceteris paribus. In addition, the presence of acquisitive criminal activity within a community reduces a man's propensity to migrate but increases the probability that a woman is disposed to migration by over six percentage points.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This paper uses data drawn from the Albania Living Standards Measurement Survey from spring 2002 to contribute to what is currently a limited empirical literature on Albanian migration. The primary purpose of our analysis is to examine the factors that render an individual prone to external migration. The econometric models used provide fairly good descriptions of the data and are well 27 It is acknowledged that the estimated female effect is poorly determined given that it only commands a t-ratio in absolute terms of 1.55. 28 The use of gender interaction terms in conjunction with a logged explanatory variable requires some caution in interpretation. Using the marginal effects reported in Table A3 , the estimated effect for women is provided by the value reported for the log hourly district wage itself (0.0313), which is not statistically different from zero. The male marginal effect is the sum of the female marginal effect and the gender differential effect associated with the interaction term for this variable (0.0313 -0.2796 = -0.2483). If we induce a 5 percent change in the wage, this is equivalent to a 0.05 change in the log wage and the marginal effect for this change is thus obtained as -0.2483×0.05 = -0.0124. The percentage point equivalent of this probability point outcome is what is reported in the text. An important contribution of this paper is the explicit examination of the role local labour market and community conditions exert on migration risk in Albania. In regard to the former, both the unemployment rate and the wage rate effects had anticipated signs and registered plausible elasticities. 30 There is some evidence that local labour market wages are more important than unemployment in determining the overall propensity to migrate. There is evidence that the migration risk of men responded more elastically to district level wages than women. 31 The prevalence of land disputes within a community appeared a more potent determinant of migration risk for men, but female migration risk appeared more informed by criminal activity within the community than land disputes. 29 However, there is some evidence that university educated females have a relatively high risk of migration (see column 3, Table 1 ). 30 The elasticity with respect to the local unemployment rate, however, is somewhat lower than that reported for Spain by Ahn et al (1999) using regional data on the willingness to migrate. 31 This finding is not entirely inconsistent with the findings of Agesa (2003) in the study of actual migration patterns in Kenya.
We believe that the approach adopted here and the analysis undertaken is fruitful and informative.
On the basis of our empirical work the short-term prognosis is somewhat mixed. Even after some modest recent economic progress and reform in Albania, young males and the vocationally educated still present a higher tendency to consider migration than most other categories. It is clear that the incidence of Albanian migration is not likely to fall sharply anytime soon. However, whether an individual considers migration is strongly linked to economic conditions, and improvements in employment rates and wage levels are thus likely to reduce the risk of migration in the future. These improvements may emerge if there is a continued commitment to pursuing the type of economic and other reform policies embraced in the more recent years of the Albanian transitional experience and that have borne some fruit. Nevertheless, it is acknowledged that economic reforms cannot occur in a vacuum, and are unlikely to be successful in the absence of strong government institutions. The probit estimates reported here for the community level variables provide a reminder of the role these institutions play, emphasizing the importance of the rule of law and the protection of property rights in reducing migration risk. (a) ***, ** and * denote statistical significance at the 0.01, 0.05 and 0.10 level respectively using two-tailed tests. The reported standard errors are corrected for the presence of heteroscedasticity of unknown form (see Huber(1967) ). (b) § denotes not applicable in estimation, ƒ denotes category omitted in estimation and † denotes not readily interpretable given the use of interaction terms.
APPENDIX
